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This SEND Policy outlines how our nursery identifies, assesses, and supports children aged 2–4 years who may have special educational needs and/or disabilities. It is based on the statutory guidance provided in the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Code of Practice: 0–25 years, 2015.
Our setting is committed to providing an inclusive learning environment where all children can thrive and reach their full potential, regardless of their level of need.
Our aims are to:
· Provide high-quality, inclusive early years education for all children.
· Identify additional needs as early as possible.
· Work closely with parents/carers as partners.
· Ensure children with SEND receive targeted support tailored to their individual needs.
· Promote equality of opportunity and remove barriers to learning.
· Work in partnership with outside agencies and professionals when needed.
A child has Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) if they:
· Have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.
· Have significantly greater difficulty in learning than peers of the same age.
· Have a disability that prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities normally available in early years settings.
We recognise the four broad areas of need:
1. Communication and Interaction
2. Cognition and Learning
3. Social, Emotional and Mental Health
4. Sensory and/or Physical Needs
Children may have needs in one or more of these areas.
We use a graduated, child-centred approach to identifying and supporting children with SEND:
a) Early Identification
We monitor development closely through:
· Observations
· Learning journals (Tapestry)
· Development checks (such as the 2-year progress check)
· Regular key-person discussions
· Parental concerns and information
b) Assess–Plan–Do–Review Cycle
This follows the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework and SEND Code of Practice:
1. Assess – Key person, SENCO, and parents review the child's needs.
2. Plan – Individual support is planned with clear, achievable outcomes.
3. Do – Strategies and interventions are carried out by staff.
4. Review – Progress is evaluated termly, or more frequently if needed.

Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo)
Our nursery SENCO (Special Educational needs Co-ordinator) will:
· Oversee day-to-day SEND provision.
· Coordinate support for children with SEND.
· Monitor the Assess–Plan–Do–Review process.
· Liaise with parents/carers.
· Work with outside agencies (Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychologists, etc.).
· Support and train staff in SEND practice.
Key Person
The child’s key person will:
· Build strong relationships with the child and family.
· Carry out observations and assessments.
· Implement daily support strategies.
· Communicate regularly with parents and the SENCO
We recognise parents as experts on their children. Therefore, we will:
· Share observations and assessments.
· Listen to parental concerns.
· Involve parents in planning and reviewing support.
· Signpost families to additional services or support.
We adapt our environment and teaching to meet individual needs. This may include:
· Visual supports (timetables, symbols)
· Sensory regulation activities
· Small-group or one-to-one interventions
· Using simplified language or Makaton
· Adjusting routines or expectations
· Providing adaptive equipment
We aim to ensure all children can fully access our curriculum and play-based learning opportunities.
We work in partnership with external professionals when needed, such as:
· Speech and Language Therapists
· Occupational Therapists
· Physiotherapists
· Health Visitors
· Educational Psychologists
· Local Authority Early Years SEND Teams
Referrals will always be made with parental consent.
We support smooth transitions by:
· Sharing information with new settings or schools (with parental permission)
· Providing transition reports and support plans
· Arranging additional visits or meetings as needed
· Preparing children with visual aids, photos, or stories
All staff receive ongoing professional development in:
· SEND identification
· Early interventions
· Inclusion strategies
· Safeguarding for children with additional needs
The SENCO regularly updates training in line with current legislation.
If parents/carers have concerns about SEND provision, they should:
1. Speak with the key person.
2. If unresolved, speak with the SENCO or Manager.
3. Follow the nursery’s formal complaints procedure if necessary. Please see link to the complaints procedure https://www.st-clares.essex.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=298&type=pdf
We aim to resolve concerns promptly and respectfully.
This policy is reviewed annually, or earlier if legislation or best practice changes. Parents are welcome to request a copy at any time.
SENCO CONTACT DETAILS:
Charlotte Haygreen Tel: 01255 560195 Email: chaygreen @st-clares.essex.sch.uk

